Steering Group - Meeting FOUR
Monday 16 June 2025 at 7.30pm
Stuart Matthews, Facilitator - Presbytery 

Julie Moody, Minister Milton of Campsie 
Laura Digan, Interim Moderator Campsie 
Representing Campsie:

Margaret Tindall, Andy Waugh, Sue Mitchell, George Kelly.
Representing Milton of Campsie:

Rhona Wyper, Gillian Murphy, Robert Scott, Margaret Burton.
After opening the meeting with prayer, the group agreed the day’s agenda. 

Involving the congregations.

We agreed that if the Steering Group agree a Basis of Union today, the Kirk Sessions will submit the Basis of Union for discussion on Wednesday 18 June. It was also proposed that the Steering Group would be recommissioned to discuss further details (e.g. mission, finance, and property) until the date of the Congregational Vote on Sunday 5th of October 2025.
A Draft Basis of Union

Stuart shared a copy of the Draft Basis of Union with every member of the Group. This legal document contains a number of possible options. Everyone agreed that they understood the document, and also that the various options are perfectly clear.

The Options  (All Items Required by Presbytery)

1. The name of the united Congregation.

The Group discussed a range of possible names for the new congregation, if the union does come about. The most widely acceptable name was ‘Campsie Fells Parish Church of Scotland’. 
2. ‘The Principal Centre for Worship’ and ‘The Outreach Centre’

The present building known as Milton of Campsie Parish Church will be the Place of Worship of the united congregation. The present building known as Campsie Parish Church, will be designated the Outreach Centre. 

By agreeing this - the new United congregation pledges to retain the Campsie buildings for a minimum of 3 years (with a review to take place at that point). Over the course of the meetings the group have discussed widely the kind of mission and outreach that will take place across the two sites and welcome the opportunity that this new arrangement will afford.
3. The name of the Minister 

The Rev Julie Moody, currently minister at Milton of Campsie Church, shall be the Minister of the united charge. 

Agreeing the Draft Basis of Union.

The Steering Group reviewed the Basis of Union and were unanimous in agreeing that it offered the best outcome for all parties. They also confidently recommend the Union to the their Kirk Sessions and congregations. This recommendation can only be made legal and binding by a Congregational Vote, which we agreed would take place on Sunday 5th October. 

The Alternatives

Now that the Steering Group have an agreed the Basis of Union, the two Kirk Sessions have the task of bringing their own congregations on board. The sense of purpose and passion for the future was quite palpable in the room and will help in communicating the wisdom of this plan to each congregation.

If the Congregational Vote on Sunday 5th October is not positive and the Basis of Union is dismissed, the alternatives are as follows … 

1. Presbytery may ‘force’ Union on the two congregations.

2. Campsie Parish Church would close and the congregation be ‘dissolved’. 

3. Milton of Campsie Parish Church would remain, but likely in time to need to find another partner to ensure ministry resources are spread equitably across Glasgow Presbytery. 
The Steering Group agreed that these alternatives were not tolerable or desirable. They know the trust and feel the weight of the responsibility being placed upon them and appreciate the prayers and support that they have received from members. Stuart thanked everybody for their hard work and dedication over this series of meetings.   
Laura Digan closed the meeting with a prayer.


NEXT MEETING - Monday 18 August  
-
  Stuart Matthews
